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ing sympathies of men and angels shall bring the poor, bruised bondman 
into court ; and when the best counsel that ever plead at the bar of God 
for fallen man, shall appear for the fettered African, and laying that 
pierced hand upon his sable brow, shall say, with all the majesty of the 
Godhead, "Let this my brother go !" think you — you who will sit on jury 
there — that you will remain unmoved, when that great Pleader shall 
open the slave's defence with all the eloquence with which he plead, 
when, in the audience of the assembled angels, he urged the suit of man's 
redemption ? 



LEAGUE OF UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD. 

" God hath made of one blood all nations of men."— Acts xvii, 27. 

Pledge. — Believing all war to be inconsistent with the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, and destructive of the best interests of mankind, I do hereby 
pledge myself never to enlist or enter into any army or navy, or to yield 
any voluntary support or sanction to the preparation for or prosecution of 
any war, by whomsoever, or for whatsoever proposed, declared, or waged. 
And I do hereby associate myself with all persons, of whatever country, 
condition, or color, who have signed, or shall hereafter sign this pledge, 
in a " League of Universal Brotherhood ;" whose object shall be 
to employ all legitimate and moral means for the abolition of all war, and 
all the spirit and all the manifestations of war, throughout the world ; for 
the abolition of all restrictions upon international correspondence and 
friendly intercourse, and of whatever else tends to make enemies of 
nations, or prevents their fusion into one peaceful brotherhood ; for the 
abolition of all institutions and customs which do not recognize and re- 
spect the image of God and a human brother in every man, of whatever 
clime, color, or condition of humanity. 



All persons, of all countries, male or female, above the aye of 12 years, 
toko are willing to become Members of the League by signing the above 
Pledge, are requested to send in their names for registration, addressed to 
the Editor of the Bond of Brotherhood, Birmingham, England ; or 
Worcester, Mass. 



We shall not anticipate the charge of treason or fanaticism in hanging 
out from the outer wall of the Advocate the new, white banner of Uni- 
versal Brotherhood. Our readers will not expect a long and elab- 
orate exposition at our hands, as if we were advancing some strange the- 
ory, which involved a departure from the principles we have heretofore 
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advocated. The idea of the organization which we are now happy to 
announce, as a great and "fixed fact" and forerunner in the progress of 
international society, has not been the offspring of a precipitate imagina- 
tion. It has been the thought of days and nights of serious consideration. 
We have waited for an auspicious juncture of circumstances to bring for- 
ward the proposition. That juncture has come, with a combination of 
felicitous influences we never anticipated. To some of these we would 
briefly advert. 

"With the idea of visiting England and perambulating the country on 
foot, was associated the thought of forming a little nucleus of an organi- 
zation which might expand into a vast world's society:, embracing the 
great and good, the rich and poor, young and old, of all countries, for the 
abolition of war, and the spirit of war, from the face of the earth : and of 
whatever else tends to make enemies of nations, or prevents their fusion 
into one peaceful brotherhood. We had conceived that in traveling from 
village to village through England, we might find many by the wayside 
and fireside, especially among the poorer classes, who would be willing 
to subscribe their names to the pledge and principles of such an organiza- 
tion. These names we proposed to transmit to America, to be published 
along with a list which might be secured there to the same pledge and 
conditions of membership. In our most sanguine moments of anticipa- 
tion, we bounded our hopes with the possibility of finding five hundred 
individuals in Old England, as many in the United States, and about one 
hundred in France, in the course of a year, who would be willing to as- 
sociate themselves in a League of Universal Brotherhood, for 
the objects specified in its Pledge. But on our arrival in England, we 
found we had placed too low an estimate on the influence of the " Ele- 
ments and Agents of Universal Brotherhood." The social tendencies of 
the times had outrun our imagination, in their centripetal attraction to- 
ward the idea of a such world-embracing League and Union. We found 
persons, occupying the first rank in community, ready, and, as it were, 
waiting to become members of such a society, and to subscribe to all the 
principles of a constitution broad and deep and strong enough for the 
basis of every organization for the abolition of War, Slavery, Intemper- 
ance, and of all institutions and customs, the world over, which do not 
recognize and respect the image of God and a human brother in every 
man, of whatever clime, color, or condition of humanity. The terms or 
conditions of the pledge had no sooner been fixed upon and settled to the 
satisfaction of judicious friends, in different parts of the country, to whom 
they were submitted, than it received the signatures of a large number of 
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distinguished individuals, on an occasion which impressed the movement 
upon the attention of many from all parts of the United Kingdom. This 
was at a soiree of the Delegates of the World's Temperance Convention, 
held in Freemason's Hall, London, on the evening of the 5th of August. 
The subject was introduced by the good Joseph Sturge, toward the latter 
end of the meeting, and was received with marked demonstrations of 
favor. We followed him with a few remarks upon the nature and neces- 
sity of such a League of Universal Brotherhood, adverting to the social 
tendencies of the times and to those agents and elements which might be 
concentrated in the organization. The sympathies of the audience seemed 
to side with the proposition, and to recognize in it only another demon- 
stration of that social principle which had brought them together from 
different parts of the world. We had but a few of the printed Pledges 
with us, but these were filled up on the spot with names that stand high 
in the estimation of the public, on both sides of the Atlantic. Lawrence 
Heyworth, Esq. of Liverpool, a man of great wealth and beneficence ; 
the good Joseph Sturge ; James Silk Buckingham, Esq. ; James Haugh- 
ton and Richard Allen, of Dublin ; Rev. John Campbell, D. D. of Lon- 
don ; Rev. John Jefferson, Sec. London Peace Society, and about sixty 
others, of like standing, from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, 
signed the pledge one after the other, and constituted the League a " fixed 
fact," as far as Great Britain is concerned, before the meeting was dis- 
solved. 

We trust that the compass of the conditions of the Pledge will be self- 
evident to all. Entertaining this belief, we shall not now essay to define 
how much or how little is embraced in that compass. Many of our con- 
stant readers will decline or hesitate to sign it, and for objections we may 
not be able to remove. We will now merely glance at some of those ob- 
jections, in anticipation of their occurence to honest minds. Hundreds 
and thousands will object to the principle that all war is inconsistent with 
the spirit of Christianty. But this objection would be common to the 
constitutions of all the local Peace Societies in Christendom ; for they are 
all based, we believe, on this principle. We cannot see how any one 
can consistently become a member of the American or London Peace So- 
ciety without giving in his full adhesion to this principle. So the funda- 
mental principle of the World's Peace Society proposed by the League, 
is not a whit more radical or latitudinarian than that of any town or coun- 
ty Peace Society in America. 

But it may be objected, local Peace Societies, based upon this princi- 
ple, may be consistent with all the civil relations of their members to the 
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Government under which they live ; while an international Society, on 
the same basis, might interfere with the boundary lines of nations and na- 
tionality, and, as it were, denationalize its members. Would it denation- 
alize the^ Washingtonians of America, or the Total Abstinents of Great 
Britain, to become active members of a world's Temperance League of 
Union ? But the strength of the analogy is in favor of a World's Peace 
League. Intemperance is not, by any means, an international evil in 
the sense of War. Drunkenness is a home sin and a home suffering 
though universal in its prevalence and its blight, it is local in its interna- 
tional relations. If Great Britain maintains a standing army of a million 
inebriates, she does not impose upon America any necessity or motive to 
keep up an equal armament of drunkards in self-defence. In fact, the 
peace of two nations may hardly be endangered by the number, or the 
difference in the number of their inebriates. So Temperance is a home 
reformation of a home evil. But war is an evil entirely international. 
The abolition of war is an international end, and it must be accomplished 
by international means, and measures, and men. The end and aim of 
every Peace Society, however small, are international, embracing as ex- 
tensive results as a World's Society, without the organization to effect 
them. The horrid melee of (he battle field is a hostile conjunction of na- 
tions: the men, measures and the means are international. So, in the 
fields where Peace shall pluck the green and deathless trophies of her 
bloodless conquests, there must be & fraternal conjunction of nations ; the 
men, measures means must be international. 

To another objection which may arise, we would simply say, that the 
Pledge of the League does not involve the possibility of impairing the 
relative strength or position of any nation. If from equals you take 
equals, will not the remainder be equals ? Will you change their numer- 
ical relations to each other ? If, then, one thousand individuals in Great 
Britain, another thousand in the United States, and another in France, 
sign the tee-total Peace Pledge of the League, would not the martial re- 
mainders be equal? would it change the relative strength of either na- 
tion? Although it may be difficult to procure as many signatures to the 
Pledge in France as in Great Britain, or America, during the first year 
of the formation of the League, yet we have valid reasons for the hope 
that untimately as many Frenchmen will be found on the list as either 
Americans or Englishmen. If a personal observation may be appropri- 
ate here, we would say that all the value we have ever realized from the 
study of modern languages is in our present hope that they will now be 
serviceable to the dissemination of the principles of Peace and the pro- 
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mulgation of the spirit, aim and end of the League of Universal Brother- 
hood on the continent of Europe, through " these Bonds," translated into 
the language of all who have suffered by War. With regard to England, 
we are happy beyond expression to say that the disposition for universal 
peace, among all classes of society, exceeds our most sanguine expecta- 
tions. And while we would appeal especially to all the young men and 
women who read the Advocate, the Citizen or the " Bond," to co-operate 
with us, as co-partners, in this great work, and as co-heirs with us in its 
blessedness, we would pledge ourself, health permitting, to procure as 
many signatures to the League Pledge in our foot tour through England, 
as they, with their thousands, shall procure in America. Young friends, 
the hope of the world is on you and the like of you, speaking the same 
language around the globe. Will you take up this white glove of peace 
we throw at your feet ? Years ago we lost all solicitude or thought of 
what we should eat or drink, or wherewithal we should be clothed. The 
wealth of all our earthly hopes is invested in the origin, aim and end of 
this League of Universal Brotherhood. To you we now bequeath all our 
American shares in this Joint Stock Company for the extension of the 
empire of Peace. We pray that a revenue of blessings will fill your 
hearts and homes to overflowing, as a reward for all you may do in this 
cause. We shall await the arrival of every future number of the Citizen 
with great interest, to see how many of you will respond to this appeal 
through its columns. Our Friend Drew will open a book of registration 
in the office of the Citizen, in which all the signatures you procure will 
be entered, as well as all that we shall send him from England and 
France. All the names on the American list will also be registered in 
Birmingham, England, together with all other names that may be ob- 
tained throughout the world. We would request it, as a special favor, 
that all the signatures you may procure to the League Pledge, be ad- 
dressed to " the Editor of the Bond of Brotherhood," Worcester, Mass. 



MILITARY DISCIPLINE. 

Frederic the Second of Prussia, during the first war of Silesia, wishing 
to make some alterations in his camp during the night, forbade every per- 
son, under pain of death, to keep, after a certain hour, a fire or other light 
in his tent. He himself went the rounds ; and, in passing the tent, of 
a Captain Zeitern, he perceived a light. Entering the tent, he found the 
Captain sealing a letter to his wife, (or whom he had a great affection. 
" What are you doing there ?" said the King. " Do you not know the 



